Traditional or systematic nursing? An evaluation of the written curricula of registered and enrolled nurses in Finland.
In order to develop the professional identity of registered nurses (RNs) and enrolled nurses (ENs), it is essential that the core of the written curricula be based on nursing science. In this study, content analysis was used to examine how theoretically-developed elements of nursing education were taken into consideration in the curricula (one local and one nationwide curriculum were analysed). The research questions were: 1. to what extent do the characteristics of either traditional or of systematic nursing appear in the educational objectives of nursing education? 2. to what extent do the characteristics of systematic nursing appear in the curricula, and as distinct elements in the objectives of nursing education? The written nursing curricula which were analysed seem to be characterised by traditional nursing, while features of systematic nursing appear as minor elements only.